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“A country that demands moral perfection in its foreign policy will achieve neither 
perfection nor security”  
-Henry Kissinger 
 
Introduction 
Foreign policy is defined as a government’s approach to dealing with other countries.  
Countries form strategies by creating relations with other nations that essentially 
support self-interest in each country. In the United States, the four goals of foreign 
policy are national security, international trade, world peace, and democracy to other 
countries.  
 
Objectives 
1. Students will be able to learn the current state of foreign policy in the United States. 
2. Students will be able to understand the process of adjusting foreign policy. 
3. Students will be able to learn about ideologies relating to foreign policy, and how they 
affect policy decisions. 
 
Agenda 
1. Introduce foreign policy and its goals in the U.S. 
2. Explain the roles of the Department of Homeland Security and the Department of 
State. 
3. Connections in Immigration and Security 
4. Alliances and how they relate to foreign policy 
5. U.S. relations to North Korea and Iran 
6. Iran Nuclear Deal policy analysis and case study 
7. Activities 
 
 
 
 
 
 Content 
Department of Homeland Security 
Purpose:  
Students will begin to understand foreign relations within the United States and how 
immigration relates to it. Although this department does not directly relate to foreign 
policies, students should be able to take away how this department is responsible for 
safety outside of our country.  
Sources:  
1. https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/department-homeland-security 
Background: 
After the events of 9/11, Congress approved the creation of this new cabinet 
department in November of 2002. Its function is to successfully coordinate against 
terrorist attacks on the U.S. as well as deal with domestic defense. The DHS also 
focuses on immigration and how to make it lawful and safe.  
Lecture Notes: 
Remember that discussing immigration laws and how they should be handled may be 
controversial. 
 
 
Department of State 
Purpose:  
Students will know the role of the Department of State in determining foreign relations 
and policies. They will be aware of the history and development of the Department of State’s 
place in the nation’s decision making.  
Sources:  
1. http://mentalfloss.com/article/22142/all-presidents-men-15-cabinet-level-departmen
ts 
2. https://www.state.gov/duties-of-the-secretary-of-state/ 
Background: 
This department was one of the first; Congress originally created it in July of 1789 as the 
Department of Foreign Affairs. Less than two months later, the name was changed to 
the Department of State. Thomas Jefferson acted as the first Secretary of State, and the 
current Secretary is Mike Pompeo. The President selects the Secretary with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, so the Secretary becomes the President’s chief foreign 
affairs advisor. The Department of State is in charge of developing foreign policy and 
keeping the nation beneficial + secure for American citizens and international persons. 
 
 
 
 
  
Immigration 
Purpose:  
Students should be able to understand the process of immigration 
Sources:  
1. https://www.boundless.com/immigration-resources/diversity-visa-lottery/ 
2. https://www.usa.gov/green-cards 
Background: 
There are several ways to immigrate to the United States legally. Most immigrants enter 
the United States by applying for a green card; however, 50,000 immigrants enter the country 
each year through the Diversity Visa Lottery system, which allows immigrants from 
underrepresented countries into the nation. Additionally, mass amounts of immigrants arrive 
through chain migration, which is being sponsored by relatives in the United States. 
 
Alliances and Organizations 
Purpose:  
Students will be able to identity important organizations from around the world. 
Background:  
The United States has a number of alliances with nations in the Pacific Ocean, including 
the Philippines, Australia, Japan, and others. Additionally, the United States is a member of 
NATO, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, which was initially formed to counter Russian 
aggression during the Cold War. NATO includes many member states committed to defending 
each other. The United States is also a member of the United Nations. 
Sources:  
1. https://www.boundless.com/immigration-resources/diversity-visa-lottery/ 
 
North Korea 
Purpose:  
Students will be able to learn more about the conflict in regards to North Korea.  
Sources:  
1. https://www.ncnk.org/resources/briefing-papers/all-briefing-papers/history-u.s.-dpr
k-relations 
Background: 
Following the end of World War II, Korea split into two during its attempt to reform 
after its release from Japanese rule. The northern half of this new two-state Korea was 
called the DPRK or North Korea, and was a communist state. The relationship between 
the United States and communist-ruled North Korea has remained tense for the past 
thirty years, and the latter’s pursuit of a nuclear arsenal has called for attention on the 
foreign policy agenda in the U.S. Analysts conclude that North Korea is not willing to 
 
 surrender or disarm their nuclear weapons.  
 
Iran 
Purpose:  
Students will be able to understand different relationships with foreign countries. 
Sources:  
1. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-24316661 
2. https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/global-opinions/wp/2018/08/31/the-u-s-an
d-irans-relationship-status-its-complicated/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.4949a75d0c6
e 
Background: 
In the 1970’s, Iran was ruled by a moderate regime, but was overthrown in the Islamic 
Revolution of 1979. Afterwards, a more extreme, shia regime took over and implemented 
sweeping reforms. Since then, the United States has clashed with Iran because of the nation’s 
constant funding and support of terrorism throughout the Middle East. Following fears of 
nuclear development in Iran, the United States as well as a multitude of other countries 
instituted a number of sanctions, grinding Iran’s economy to a near standstill. During Obama’s 
time as president, the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, or Iran nuclear deal was created, 
which removed all sanctions on Iran in return for increased oversight of Iran’s nuclear 
activities for the next 10 years.  
Lecture Notes: 
Do the Political Cartoons Intro activity after  
 
 
Policy Analysis: Iran Nuclear Deal 
Purpose: ​Students will understand the creation of and withdrawal from the Iran Nuclear Deal, 
as well as contributing factors. 
Sources: 
1. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-33521655 
2. https://www.investopedia.com/articles/investing/072715/dummies-guide-iran-nuclea
r-deal.asp 
3. https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/what-status-iran-nuclear-agreement 
4. https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheet/Timeline-of-Nuclear-Diplomacy-With-Iran 
5. For background: ​https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oqvghou5m3U 
6. Recent news: ​https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3_hOIT-Wuxg 
Agenda Setting: ​Following a 2002 report claiming that Iran was developing nuclear 
capabilities, the UN imposed harsh sanctions on Iran to prevent nuclearization. These 
sanctions succeeded in stagnating Iranian economic growth, but UN member nations worried 
that Iran could still develop nuclear weapons despite the sanctions. 
Formulation:  
 
 ● After years of tension, Iran agreed to a long-term deal on its nuclear program that 
would significantly limit it. 
● The plan laid out a process that could last until at least 2026, which included 
decreasing the number of centrifuges containing uranium hexafluoride gas; Iran had 
almost 20,000, but was then limited to having only about 25% of it (5,060).  
● Obama Administration and Joint Comprehension of Action 
Legitimization:  
● In 2013, the UN Security Council and U.S. (P5+1)  began negotiations with Iran to create 
a joint plan to remove sanctions in return for halted nuclearization.  
Implementation:  
● Agreed upon in 2013 
● July, 2015 it was passed 
● Removed May, 2017 
Evaluation: 
● The JCPOA had a sunset clause, which means that the regulations implemented only 
lasted for 10 years 
● The JCPOA gives Iran up to 24 hours before every inspection - potentially enough time 
to hide evidence of nuclear activities 
● Evaluation of alternatives 
● Positive Change 
 
 
Recommended Activities 
Political Cartoon Intro 
Purpose:  
Introduce the idea of political cartoons and how they affect politics and activism today. 
Materials:   
1.  
 
 2.  
3.  
 
 4.  
 
Directions:  
Show the cartoons above one by one and discuss the symbolism 
1. President Obama is blindly trusting Prime Minister Netanyahu of Israel. 
2. Iran is justifying that nuclear weapons in a decade is the same as the use of 
conventional weapons now.  
3. In Trump’s presidential run, he has reversed and pulled from multiple policies.  
4. Trump represents the U.S.A., and this comic shows that from pulling from the 
Iran Nuclear Deal, Trump destroys the U.S. 
Discussion Questions: 
1. What do you think these cartoons represent? 
2. Are political cartoons effective in their means of expressing concepts? 
3. Are political cartoons relevant in order to understand modern issues? 
 
Political Cartoons: Draw your own! 
Purpose:  
Engage the students and apply concepts from the module. 
Materials:  
Whiteboard and markers 
Directions:  
Split the class into 3 groups of 5 (or however convenient) and give them one minute to 
decide on a topic to draw; it can be something discussed in the module, an issue at IMSA, or 
something else entirely. When their time for brainstorming is up, give them three minutes to 
draw a political cartoon regarding that topic. They can be as satirical as they want. When they 
are done, have each team explain the aspects of their drawing. Have fun with it! 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Whose cartoon is the best? Why? 
 
 
